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BB 1 ROFTLOEE 200 FLUNDO HARFETEE 230, household must have the appropriate digital communications infrastructure
in place. How to help destitute households cover the cost of installing this and
An education ministry expert panel has finalized a report on using digital . L . . .
paying for the service is a major task to consider going forward.
textbooks in Japan's classrooms. The report pegs academic 2024 as the year
L . Teaching staff must also have the technical skills to use digital texts to the
to begin introducing the textbooks in earnest, and suggests using them
. . . best effect. To prevent educational inequality from emerging among schools
primarily alongside paper textbooks.
o . and regions, there ought to be thorough digital text training for teachers.
Digital textbooks, viewed on computers and tablets, have the same content
This school year, the education ministry is conducting digital textbook pilot
as their printed equivalents. Hopes are high that they will help deepen
programs in about 40% of Japan's primary and junior high schools. In
students' understanding of the material covered, as they can be paired with
addition to learning outcomes, the ministry is investigating the texts' impact
videos. The children will also be able to write comments in the text to be .
on the children's health, such as on their eyesight.
displayed on the digital blackboard and shared with the rest of the class.
Rather than starting out with a particular launch date for the digital
Furthermore, the text can be enlarged, or read out by the device, so digital . -
textbooks, the education ministry must carefully work through all the
textbooks should also prove useful for children with disabilities or immigrant . . .
potential problems associated with them, and make sure they are used to
students.
actually improve learning.
However, we cannot say that there has been sufficient study on the

educational outcomes of using digital texts. .
({4 : EDITORIAL / Intro of digital textbooks to Japan's classrooms must

Some critics have pointed to a risk of students thinking they understand . o .
benefit learning, The Mainichi, June 21, 2021, XD % %)

but not actually taking in the material just by looking at it on-screen. Many
experts also insist that reading comprehension is bettered by students having
to read carefully off a paper page.

What is important is that children build up the capacity for independent
thought. We would like to see a thorough search for methods on how to use
paper and digital texts together, leveraging the best aspects of both to achieve
the best results.

There are many issues that need to be resolved on the road to full The Mainichi, June 21, 2021

introduction of digital texts. The national government pays the full cost of
textbooks for compulsory education, but this system only applies to the paper
versions. It would be natural for the state to pay for digital texts, too, but
debate on systematic reform with simultaneous use of paper and digital
editions in mind is needed.

Meanwhile, for students to use their digital textbooks at home, every
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FIRE 1 KRORELOERZ 200 FLANO HAFETHZ RSV, Depending on the infection situation, flexible measures, such as switching
to watching competitions on TV in classrooms, may be necessary.

The Tokyo Paralympic Games have kicked off amid the continued spread
During the Games, more than 10,000 athletes, officials and other related
of the novel coronavirus. The 13-day event should be an opportunity to
X L i . . people are visiting Japan. The success of the Tokyo Games, including the
consider the Games’ concept of “achieving an inclusive society.”
. . Olympics, depends on whether the Paralympics can be held safely.
A record about 4,400 athletes from about 160 countries and regions are
It is important to take more thorough coronavirus control measures by
scheduled to participate in the Games and compete in 539 events in 22 sports
closing off the athletes village and competition venues from the outside world.
through Sept. 5. Some countries, including the South Pacific nations of Samoa
As there are also sports held outdoors, every possible effort must be made to
and Tonga, decided not to participate due to the coronavirus pandemic.
prepare for the heat.
Every athlete has trained hard to play on this stage. Athletes who cannot
Tokyo is the first city to host two Summer Paralympics, following the 1964
participate may feel disappointed, despite the inevitable situation.
Games. In the time between, the number of athletes for Paralympic
About 250 athletes representing Japan will participate in all sports, the
competitions has increased greatly in the world and the level of competition
largest number ever. Triathlon athlete Mami Tani was chosen as a flag bearer
has also improved.
for Japan’s delegation.
The Paralympics started as an extension of rehabilitation for the disabled.
Tani, who had to have her right leg amputated due to illness, has overcome
The technology to develop wheelchairs for sports and other purposes has also
her situation through the power of sports. She was one of the key persons who
helped improve the equipment used by the elderly in their daily lives.
in 2013 led Tokyo to a successful bid for the 2020 Summer Olympics and
It is hoped that the Paralympics this time will be a step toward a society
Paralympics, speaking during the campaign about her experiences with her
in which all people can respect each other regardless of factors such as their
physical difficulties.
disability, gender and nationality.
Paralympic athletes have all experienced numerous difficulties and

setbacks. There must be much to learn from their dedicated attitude to . . .
X (HH# : EDITORIAL : Tokyo Paralympics present opportunity to consider
perform at their best. . . .
. more inclusive society, The Japan News, August 25, 2021, JF XD F %)

Although spectators are not allowed at any of the competition venues,
commercial TV stations will broadcast some of the sports live for the first time,
in addition to NHK. People are encouraged to give a big cheer to Paralympic
athletes who are testing the limits of their ability.

On the other hand, there are persistent opinions opposing the school ticket
program to provide students with opportunities to watch the competitions due
to concerns over coronavirus infections. Although it is significant to have
them see in person these athletes’ performances, the number of children

infected with the virus is increasing.
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