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— Community-based learning is an intentional pedagogical strategy to

integrate student learning in academic courses with community engagement.

This work is based on reciprocal and mutually beneficial partnerships between
instructors, students, and community groups. The goal is to address community-identified
needs and ultimately create positive social change. Critical reflection is an essential
component of community-based learning; it serves to enhance students’ learning of course

content, understanding of the community, and sense of civic agency.
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—Community-based learning enriches course work by encouraging students to apply

the knowledge and skills learned in the classroom to the pressing issues that

affect our local communities. For example, working with faculty memhbers and

community leaders. students can develop research projects, collect and analyze data, and
share their results and conclusions, not just with their professors, but alse with

organizations and agencies that can make use of the information.
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