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An analysis on doctoral degrees and their research fields awarded
under the current degree policy through “data warehousing” of the
dissertations database
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(55 10] KoAbe L3R o BHEE B A FE B OHEE
AERBETRESHE/ AFOHEE

SREE AFH Lt EREE/
X 5 it & B & AE AFEY
1989 1538 7819 9357 1124 6354 7478 15.0% 1.25

1990 1652 8152 9804 1210 6603 7813 15.5% 1.25
1991 1911 8621 10532 1415 7090 8505 16.6% 1.24
1992 2244 9543 11787 1630 7851 9481 17.2% 1.24
1993 2669 10572 13241 1910 8751 10661 17.9% 1.24
1994 3149 11580 14729 2338 9514 11852 19.7% 1.24
1995 3708 12725 16433 2664 10410 13074 20.4% 1.26
1996 4338 13736 18074 3187 11158 14345 22.2% 1.26
1997 4829 13845 18674 3487 11196 14683 23.7% 1.27
1998 5210 14244 19454 3853 11638 15491 24.9% 1.26
1999 5619 14842 20461 4143 12133 16276 25.5% 1.26
2000 6124 15255 21379 4567 12456 17023 26.8% 1.26
2001 6323 15179 21502 4749 12379 17128 27.7% 1.26
2002 6414 15233 21647 4814 12420 17234 27.9% 1.26
2003 6852 15698 22550 5180 13052 18232 28.4% 1.24
2004 6870 15383 22253 5249 12695 17944 29.3% 1.24
2005 6742 14944 21686 5146 12407 17553 29.3% 1.24
2006 6563 14474 21037 5065 12066 17131 29.6% 1.23
2007 6640 14133 20773 5188 11738 16926 30.7% 1.23
2008 6532 13471 20003 5007 11264 16271 30.8% 1.23
2009 6634 13055 19689 5100 10801 15901 32.1% 1.24
2010 6892 13602 20494 5233 11238 16471 31.8% 1.24
2011 6379 12970 19349 4927 10758 15685 31.4% 1.23
2012 6199 12661 18860 4883 10674 15557 31.4% 1.21
2013 6103 12732 18835 4810 10681 15491 31.1% 1.22
2014 6142 12499 18641 4810 10608 15418 31.2% 1.21
2015 6230 12616 18846 4791 10492 15283 31.3% 1.23
2016 5970 12154 18124 4639 10333 14972 31.0% 1.21
2017 5991 11863 17854 4747 10019 14766 32.1% 1.21
2018 6065 11994 18059 4737 10166 14903 31.8% 1.21
2019 6196 11920 18116 4855 10121 14976 32.4% 1.21
2020 5999 11839 17838 4675 9984 14659 31.9% 1.22
£t 170727 409354 580081 130133 339050 469183 27.7% 1.24
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An analysis on Al perception among Miyazu city residents

—from the view point of social capital—

NS B-GEENLASI R « @ B ERES (RO & 1K)
Noriko Kawashima, Shintaro Fukushima
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Keywords: Perception Al(artificial intelligence), Congnitive social capital,
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3.1 mFoH
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SINTORER. FEFHTICEIT 5 KMO X, zh2h [ICT V77— 230916, Al "—+

7'Ta ] 230.802, ISCJ 73 0.661 TH-o7e,

#z4 BT7THH ACT VYT F—) OFER (& —11750)
A
1 2 3 4 5
FEATES (BGREEY 7 M) 0.218 0.053  0.468 0.214  -0.301
FEAAES (4> &—3v bEFBLIZRITIRY AHR) 0.759  -0.227 0.053 0.209 0.027
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ZWVNEE FIREORM LB E TR D T, BEETEROHWIIED AT — 7 RN F—2 R
HEIBBONECIUEAT — 7 RV E—[RAT — 7 R Z— LR L ORI EREMNELT,

3 ol ZIF MG BIRIESS 200 S0 2 OREICE S EAHEMERORENELT 5.
¢ 7 BVRIESE 252 0 T 5 1 HOMEICE S EEFHROKLFRRETH D,

ECA OIBFRICHWTIE, AMFEEHETIT TEHMNSEHRERE] &> TWDA, AR CIIMBHEREDICEEDS
T, BE BiE & & O I NI e UEIC A T 5 BB e R 28D TRONERERR S LT 5,
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EEREGRENBNL L bV A7 NEED, Lo C, EU oBUNBEETH S 27 »E. 4
{8 4,700 A (2021 4 1 HBIE) 6 EU HiRABIE-9 25 ECA (T I3AR Y 5 2 72 /K UE T DAL A2 57
B EANERRREENRDHND,

AFETIE, BEEANOMSEZEET 23HE LT BF - JIH0ED (2001) DTN B R
BOBMSZ M & RGBS E 2 L, ENENEZ BT 2 FRO B L 52 2 ER R LT, 272
L. BEEBHICED D EEOFTAELHREFEREFEDEE DL < 1E, ECAIZEREA & IFHNTKI00A
WARZ  THTHIDONFERETH D, TOEKTIE, ECAOEA AT, BEEIY CEELITVD
H OEAEWREE LR T AR LGN R | iR 5 BEEOMRE ] EWnotBEAA
DREE DB ECAIMIB PR EE AR DO N 2 1B SN DRI L L 2V, E B, BATFEO BT - )i
deiE2s (2001) CTEEENTT o — FORKICIE, ARSELOIT ) BEEB L EEBETED
FELHENTND, TNHD I LMD, YEEATHRICE T 5 AR LOEH DO TRECADRE
BENCYTIIE DI DT TRV, LnLAanb, ECARY v 7IC L V1iThn 5 EHIIFERE AN L
DO TIZEMIANTEY ., 612, ECAOEE NITEAEREEOANAICE L THIMIIZELE
oI H D, ZoRICBWT, ARESFHEOP THLEERIEAOEELESC, BPESFHRER
OREE L REROEFZRIZLTWDH LB OND, ARCIIEEEELET LA v 7Tk
<, BEEREZEONFICKH L TEMLEZFFOECAOEE NTESZY TTNDLIN, Z2oHRFDORE S
D OERFBIUF T L5 1 L ARSI OHLRIIEE CH S, I HICECAOEA AT, EUA
ROFNZEDIZDIZHMBEN S 1A TOREINTND LW IHIIEN D BEA AN LT & EZE
PH—JEOMIMDR RO HNDEBZHNDLTD, S - )IALED (2001) DFEATHFE ORI %
EHTH2LDOTHD,

D T, ECA OMMAMZEE L & biz, FMEMICR T 2EENOMSIIEIZEAT M@ ST, B8RO
EUMBAEL Y 14 TR SN LERADIL T nt 22T 5, ThICLY . FITHEICE S
BEts AN DS RBIRSIE & R EMSIPED ECA ORIBEIZ ED L HIZY TLFE D0, Fo, BEEADH
A7 aEACBWTHIER LERE S, BUTOIRY koY EU #I0 B DAT— IRV H
—IZR L TR BEEZ R 2 £ 5 RAERFHEZHERT 56D L2 > THD NI DOV TREEAT
Do

¥, AT TR, SNRAMNIME DA & TEEA N ORISR 72 fl BT 5t U CTHE OB 23
A A=) ELTEALO, &52HHED S TE 2RVER ANDRMAIMSIIEICSW T HEA
DEBEDOIARKILS 5 D TIE72 SN ORBBERADOFECFRA L2 bO@L LT, vuY=v
¥ 7 7DHLONRET B, ZNHEEE X TP - JIHEIE(2001) 238 A A O SEME~D F AT
BB CWD, £, ECA OEEA NOMSIIEICE L ik, BATHIEIZR T 2 BN GES OFE-RN
BIRL TV ZE® FNC ECA DA AZMEE 1 4T ofE T2 2 L WIZB LT, Bif7 20 4

6  Eurostat https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Population and population ¢
hange statistics 2021 4 10 H 24 H& M

-33-


https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Population_and_population_change_statistics
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Population_and_population_change_statistics

(2022)

BB AEBENOE DL SPRFHLERREICKEER L WD LORBEE#I RSN THEHO
@O, ECA OB NITEI L, FEARRISIM: & 2 ARSI 03 U CRBERICE R L TWD L 0lT
BURTIIR 500720,

2. BEEANDMIIY

B N OBSIMERE R . R RIS PE & S LROARSZ D DAERL S N S B B Lo S Th
50, DREARROASIME) &%, TEEICEFE T IEEARER T2 TH D . BEAHWICEE L TR
T ARELORETH D, TOERICENT, HEEAEANLSOENEHTE D Lo TIE
RO L L BEEALTNRHIRTEDLILOLLTWS, 720, &P - JIHeiEs (2001) T
(B N ORI 2 B = FE N ME TE RN W EE S | B AN DB 2 K
FETEROHEME NS BEEZ, ZTNETRRALTEL b EbiLd]) &L, BEANOKEMHT
MSTHEIC B RIFTHEREROFELRRR L. Ik BB ETER] & LTnbHO,

Fro, SRRBMSME] &%, TEER AT LIS MSIMED R T TV D D TIER W) & DR
RRZEHRDANLICEZ DO H 2 E R —F bbb, BEAANOITE)., BEADPMORERE &
B SRR, F L TEEAZID BRI -0, BEADMEBEINTHDS LD Ax BNAR
L7-FRE®) L@ L, SRAMNIRIC 8% RIETEREZ T A — U RER ] LA TN SO,
S HIT, AW ERER & A A — DR EERIE, FERRAINLME & SRRSO Wi — 5T
HEZRITTER G HIE, RAICEELZRETHOLH L 0b, ENENIMEICEZ SN D
NRE L LTWD00, BEfE NORHFEIRSINE & S ARSI E DO W TN RIT 23586 a4
BRI HZLEFTET, THUICKVEHEICEIEENFEMI NN & T, MROREFME, 2.
AR DRI TERLRDBENDLD D,

B3 - 1A6EA (2001) Tk, 7Ty — FEEZE U CA A —VERER O 237, i
L CEEAENOMNIMEIT T 5l b R E R EA G2 TWH DX, A TARXFHLEOEED
BE ] (ARSHLOBEENRONEE LU AIEEMMEOFMAFEL 25), THAATBEFEHa0A
CHUEL (ACHBIRTEL TV LT 51T, MSIMEOFHMIiA < 72 5) . [SFHEMEOHIHINE )

SEHEENHEL L U CTHERE L QW B IE EINIMEORHIIIE R < 72 5) . TR EITIZ L A5y (WLsy
DEENATON TN D LREC DT E ., WALHEOFMIEE < 72> T D) TR A GRERE 72
BAMTOIL TS LR U DT L, MUMOREITE 2> TWD) D 5oL LTNLHAD,

Sl - JIAEED (2001) IXRMEHEICK T HMBHREAL QTFICE S, T — AL HA
ENTERINTZEDTHD, LnLRNE, ZFEENEFEE T LT, £OZFEMEOREICH
TORMERET 27200 EDOTHD VI EEOHARMMEE T, AN TH, KRR
DNHT R BN L 7= B O IRIZ O W THMBD 2T — 27 RV B — B R &2 BT- 7= O DO Ff &
WO JRIZBWTRETH 5, 72717 L, ALEMIckiT 2% 5E L FEHOBKRIL. REAGE0OME
HREEDOLDICEMNEAH LEEES LT 0¥ L U EG Xt T 2BEEEAD L S —

k=108

i

i

-34-



(2022)

K—DRREITRRD2 D THD, 2R s, TAIMITK T 2BOMIN & & & OMIZH 5 DI
BEER T e <, BN REBR Y ThH72OTh D, MERHEA THIN SN MERAE2E S L <X
HFREFEEIC L TELNA5ERH 00 TH D] 19, S LIEFETIE, FHAEEZ, FIE
BIfRE L DBMR CTORIEZ 2D TIE < ZHERARTED FRITH T HmABEMLOZIT LV S BB
DFENEFR OGN D) LS TR S o, AN 55%56E & HitE ORI, ’RM
HAOMBHREE LY bEMTHL EEZLND,

D, BEOMGENAVKEA THIVE, TR, ¥, BERME, 22k bk T’
EU 054134 ETXiLbhz BEUfTROBIAS EU £2AROFHE L L CHIOMEE G E D7k oM
Ll Enn, REGEOER LV bIRIAW AL & OBMRNAA U, FRIH ARSI 2 %0
RIT—EE L 22 Z P ESND, LA LARRG, B ANORBMIMNLME & A FASSI 2 8
T D72DIUE, FNENOEERR AL URET 21T 5 LER & D Z LITREHMICB W TH A
KB THRETH D, 512, ECA OBEBEAOHMNMEICE L, BAERE S OB TE
Rt T 2 AT IS IR O NN D, AR TIRAIMICK T 5 %itE L &TitHE
OBMRORFREZ B L7 LT, &I - JIHEED (2001) %% &2 ECA OB N OIS HIZB T 5
BEREITHOZE LT D,

.ECAIDER L%E

EU T, % Wk RRE 7> D BIEOMBARICE D £ T4 REBEZKR TR Y . BEEDOAMES
FIZOWTHER L L HIZELTETWD, BN A REILFEA (European Coal and Steel
Community) <CFKIN## LR (European Economic Community) MifRIZ & B4 44T o (K113 H
ST OO, FPREFEOHERSCMBE OB &\ > 7235 5k U COY RO R TR+ & OF &
2. ECAINT B TNV ITAMERBE L, 19TTHEICER Lz, LALRBE, HRFORINIEFE
& (Buropean Community) (B Ti%, ECA IXEMZRME ST N2 S T\ iehot-, D%,
1993 D~ —A MU b FEKFENICL > T, ECAIFIERR EU OSNBE AR & U CHERIC bALE
SiFbhbZ L bigofz, 7272 L, ECA 13dh < £ THNBERKETH Y | EMHEIRIZA LTy
T, MO AR LTS EZRT Z LI TE P, ZofE L LCd, BEMKRICESE
RERMET D2 LT, THITOHREZATOIINEERFICIOMBEROE LN LSE5 2 &
DR STV D,

ECA OEE(ZHEDNA, EU EESH (Treaty on the Functioning European Union, LA F
ITFEU] &3%) THEINTWVWD, ZZ Tk, ECA OEENFIMBENG 1 4T o%HINLD
Z &, #51F BU 2EORIZED T2 DI ERRMIIIENR RO HL D T L NEREN TS (55 285 &
D). 51T, FFERG)TIEZ, W ZBFRMMIC L TR a R 2 &b, T rEe% 5
CELRETHIENHESINTEY, HHEBITFE OBFRLY . EUSKOELE L L ToOREN
HrrshTndeBExbND, DI LiE, ECA DV =7 ¥ A b by 7= “Guardians of
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the EU finances (EU B D5F#E) "LiRbN TS Z b, EU 2025 < Eik LT
WAHZ EnHfEgEianbd L L bic, EUTRN O L Z0&EEEZHFREINTNAE EE I LD,

F72. ECA 2% &3 WAL, SFHRE YRR O MBOR I A EREICE LTV 5 7 & R
% (Mg RER ] SRBGIERBANCHI > TEBSN TV I EHRT D (a7 747 v R
] ATNA, FPBROENE L b BFHR FIECTRERER TE TS, DFE Y 3E OBLE TBUR
RIS [EEEL) o 3B CTh D, EUDANIT 4EAEE L, GDP X 15 Jk 6,362 fi& K17
L HADK 3 fif LRFHMR L RE < ZHOMBETHM SN TV D72) EU & LTOESRR TH
DPITITIIFEOKA L BERH L bDEBEZBND, LizhoT, TOEBHET = v 7 L, 7l
RUWFICAN T T E 21TVART D ECAICKH LThH, RBICEEN 21T LI &) & 2 03 BER
BB Z e an D, REILIE, TOX O REMDOAT —7 RV Z =06 ECA ML L, B
BEAPRNERROREZRFF L, MSIH e i AR S D6 E 248 L. ECA 2EBEE R L TV
LA BLET D,

4. ECAIZHITHEBEADMIEDIEEIZDONT

41 ECABEEIZ & HEH

ECA OiF@E EU £EOHIEROT-0IC, BU fRZIF Cdtkx AT —7 A5V H—IZk L TAIE
NMROREETITONDLER DD, LI ->T, ECA OIEBZHE S IMBEENS 1 £ TOBLHEND
A NI E MR D b D, AEITIE, 2D X957 ECA #IRV &Ko F, ECA H
A NOMSIHEHRZ L0 X S ITriE ST, £z, BEAOMIMAHEOT-OIZE L TV D
B 2 5.

ECA DU =74 FTiL, “Our Values, mission and vision”®3E H D& EExIC NIt 259,

“Independence” |22V T, “We carry out our work free from influences that may compromise, or
may be seen to compromise our professional judgement. (F4ILH O OB 22 >720 |
FRFFDOLIICHRINDIFELZZ TV T 52 L EBEBITTD, FHRN "eitfich
TWd, AT =7HA FTik, MartEz DEAOMSAE] & A RAYSIME IS L il & 17
STWRY, LLans, LEROXEDHH:IL, BEAEAOBEMIPHIE 2720 5 X 5 R BE
FIZHOWTEKRLTEY, ZORBERITEENBIDVERTLHOTHDLZ b, BEEANE
HIWTICER L TR T N E L ORIEE R T DERHEIMAIE] 28K T 260 THL EEZXLND,
Flo. FXEOHPITEAE NOFMAPHM 272> TV D EHE SN D REBHERIZONWTE AL T
BY ., ZOHGEIIINBO N & BEENLZE OEDIVTORBUCK U TR T 2 [ARAINE ) 125
ELTWbHEBZBND, ZDOZ LMD, ECA 1T UEmaIscte) R RS oo M

7 2019 FEBE, NEE YU = 7P A b https!//www.mofa.go.jp/mofaj/area/eu/data.html 2021 4 10 H 24 HZ
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FCRBAL TRV DO, BEEANDHNIMEZAER T 2 MEFIZ OV TR L TV 2D b0 LR S
o,

F7-. ECA Tix, %L ES (Ethics Committee) Z#%&E L. M (Ethical Guidelines)
ZRETDH L & bic, ECA DOERAFHLZ D +FERE L TV D 0N DWW TARGE CO TR EA T
WOHR—=F 2 Fe7uT7F7ORFMRERICL 27 L a—MTbhd 7 & ECA 23k LT

IEWHIE Z RS T HHIEEZMEE L TV D, I 512, BUWRET TR <BEIC ECA DBEEANTH
STFITH LT hilA SN H{TERE (Code of Conduct) HHESHTEY, FMEH 14 KTk
B A oxt L CRIERfROH 4 (Declaration of interests) #3K» T\ 5, HENEIL, BEAR
AT T, BMBEREDORFEICONTH ZOEESAM, REIFEORARD A &2 F0H L.
ECA OV =7 %A FNTAKT DI LT, FIERGRE L OFEFEDOHENPEN & ZABITR LTV D,
bz, BEEASBOREREE (Curriculum vitae) & ECA OV =74 A hTAKLTEY,
EU MRz MO LD I ODONERIZT 7 A TE DRI MEL T D,

IO OEMIE, &6 COFIERGRE & ORREZHER - BHET L2 L T, 20X RBRENE
BN ORHRAIRSINEIZ B % RE T AW BN & 72 5 2 L 2 RCHIE 2 Z & 2 KT 2
& & BT, SMEA~DRFKZIE U THER D A& NEEE N OISV L TR 24 < A A — TR
HEPbrT28E L2 bND, 26D b, ECA B LERAOMMYMEAHME L, EU &
EOMIEZFDH Z & 2 < Eik L THEOKIS 21T > TnD Z ENERSh D,

42ECADEEANDEZTOER

FRORHLIT ECA B TEMY 22 L3 T&, WETHMT 2 T Ch o725, ECA DORA NiE
{t% ECA HE THMid % Z £1XT&E A\, ECA OBA NCHET 2 HUE T TFEU 45 285 4 K OVAH
286 FRICHIE SN TS, FJ', 2855 Tl “It shall consist of one national of each Member State. ”
LY MEEND 1 APEHREND ZEPRBESN TS, 2O LT, BAENEMHE OB
286 Z=(1IZ “The Members of the Court of Auditors shall be chosen from among persons who
belong or have belonged in their respective States to external audit bodies or who are especially
qualified for this office. Their independence must be beyond doubt.” & 7RE T2, 1 CH DORijEE
TiE, TN TN OHYEITI W THMBEERBICHTE L COWBBRE2 AT 25 Z LB BESh TEY .
ECA TO¥BUFICHY RKDENLHIWECOWTED LN b D LHETHZ LN TE S,
7T, BREOEWKRT 5L ZAIT ECA ICRHMIGLWEKER T 528, LHESh, miBIZm L
TEEME FEMEIC R L o> TS, F7o, 23CH T, YREERE OISR O 4 Hids %
WZ LERFEDTEY, ECA OEEANZL >TEETH L DD, FHIIRFHERIIEDRIE DK HEZR
HHThHLEADBND,

BRI 7B B O FHed TFEU % 286 R(IZIRO X 5 IZHIE ST %, “The Members of

the Court of Auditors shall be appointed for a term of six years. The Council, after consulting the
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European Parliament, shall adopt the list of Members drawn up in accordance with the proposals
made by each Member State. The term of office of the Members of the Court of Auditors shall be
renewable” £ 1 JXHIIMEH A 6 £ THLH Z L OMBITH D, KIZ 2 XHTHDHD. “The
Council”td EU ONiEZE DM EEHFREZEWR L TR Y, BINFS (European Parliament)
L OWiRE T, MBENSOHBEZ ZTAT 2L LTWD, 3CHIEX, BEANIFEMRTHD Z
EEBELTND, ARHENDL, ECA DEEH A% TR 2 HEFR &2 RO DTN & Bl F 2
THO, BINED TR CH#EZIT O bO D, T OWBENESIEMRF ) 2Rz 7en 2 &5
BN D, Lo T, BRMNGESITHERT G & 2 2 ME 1o L CTRE, KW ThoZ e KT
L72E LTh, BNEGHESIIZOERICUNT L OIS NEITRNWI L&D,

A3 EBEANRRICRIBREEETADORIEADEE

PRMGESIL Z O AUC OV T, K0 I ECA OBA NI 2R AT T& 5 X H#Y

W UM IE A B0R LTV 5, 2014 4EI121E ECA YR/t & B BE 7 1 & 21281 5K
NS &L OO ESTICET A R#EE AR L TVAHW, TohThH, BEAAOMSIEIC B
HRRELT, BRUTOL S RNEINREINTWD,

PRMGE A BG4y & NS & CUMEAEAORTICE L CEROMEEN LN FHRH Y |
ZHUT LY ECA Lftho> EU #R & B4 HE L, ECA OfEHDIEEBO AR~ A T AD
FERE LT OTREND D,

MR OB RIZAT 4 TOEAZEDTND, ZOD, DICERMERPER LI EmE
7 ECA DEANE LTBESNTYE, BRERE L OEFEEZHO L2 LI D,

ECA DA NTHMNHEZOERBBPHERTE TWRWEREEN TV AHE, EU OMBER
DOHFR%E % 723 ECA ERINGESR & O HBIMRICHER B Z RIFT,

JINRRENL. BORMIZR B D 5D B OHER 28T 2 U2 570,

FANTHIE SNz Fht Bid. ECA DB N % FAMITRITET 2 WONEA BRSNS & O
FBNEELT LLBEICANSLEFENE STV, LOLARRL, BHESIE EU ifROE
P IC LIRS BIC LV S TR Y . EUTTROFEZNREXTLHETH 5, Z ORI
b OERIT EU iR EBUNEOBIREIC L > TREREEN 2RO EPBEIND,
Fio, BINGESIC L D itk Ricik, NEEIC X2 Bast) 2 i S < EMFHEE IS 5
BEnERShTERY, Zhidded L7z TEFU % 286 S(DICHE ST % ECA DA NBEMH
DB TECA RIS LWEKAZFE T D2 L) o BAERMELRBIMEIIRS bOREE
NTWD ZEn b, IR EOBIEN B O 2 5D ABERE OHERS A il EraldElc LT g & B
ffd 5 LN TED,

FEERIZ, ECA OEA NCHEMFTITHFETOBIRHE RE2FFoAb% <, £z, EU Ot
B BRHE RS C ORI A R DA E b AAET 5, ZE, FEEO ECA BEAANDOREBEIZH VT
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FD X IRk U CRIEEH MR HR T E RN E OB ENRERRH S5 —J7, ECA 1Tk
STAYV Yy FRHDELTHET2ERGH Y, BNEZOPT THLEROBEEN LD EH S H
%, 12721, IERUC ECA OEE A% B(LT 2 KNS HHS L, EICIERNERS OB R E R D
EEAZRD 2L LA TH D0, OFMERD OEENRBERNER SN ZEHE Th->Th,
BRI S ERIC LV EEAN L L TR ESNZEf b H D, TDO—FT, QIR
DEENRERORRAZZ1T T, GiE B AU IEENNHE LI TF5F6 b 570 L, B
PN OBUSIZ KT D RGIE—ER TIX 2R,

IS OO NWT, ERROOFEF T, EMITIFRMNESEFS OIS ITMEE 2620t
DD, EU TIRONRETH 5HINGER D HINTZBREBRBIZANZOEFRHFE UL, EU B
BRI ER &L L7032 Lz, EUTRDSEINESGHERICL2TROBEREZRY
WO BRI L CRMAZBENDIBEN D D, Fo. BEANOIMSVEICEE L KT TR & 0%

Tix, O0%E, ERIC ECA OB AL UTMET 2RIOBREN S BRNGES D B H DGRk

HEMRERNEIND Z 1%, UEEEANE S ORI R L RITTREA MR EER & 72
D132 &BZ ., FMMEMSIEIC BB RIETARER®H 5, EHIZ, 2O X0 REENRE RN
WiE72 TR EU MIROH S & 2 A Lo B, BRSSO BIIIHIIREL 2D
ZENTREND, MAT, HMBOE=FHNLZD X S 7257 EU OAREENE LTS T
BDLOMEN D BN HAUZ, MR 5 MEERAOH LML IR SR WEE X D, £
FUCKE L, BRHEA RS 5 OBTITM 2, BRINGESD D BN E RN R S A EE X
SNE S DA LBV IND Z LI A, 2O ERRB—EONENMGOREEAIE L |
FEMIOMNIPEIC D IF A 52 5 2 LICBR L LB 2 5,

— T, OO, BRNESIEERD ECA DEEANE L TRIEINTEEETH, FRTt
REPRSIER A IN RN LR BRE LT, HEZI T b0 LfEIND, Zhb OFEF)
5. ECA DA ANBTITIIT 2RMNGES & OWENRIRENI R 2 Rl2 20 b o0 BINGESN
EUMRONRERBETHDH Z L EXDEETIORE I, JEOHE L IR DI L - TEDHFE
BUTEH CE RV E D LR TV DERNR RO D,

BITORIETIL, ECA OBAEANOBREIZE L, BINGES LNES RS LN TR T OR N %
Ffo THHREAEANDOBREDOZ LI OVWTERAEZEZI LTS, Ak LBy, BINESIT EU
ROREHETH YV REDBKBR ST VI, FRITHE SN TV RWEE NOBEFLM A IZ5RE
L7 ETENDIZESETEAANETM L, MR RBEEZITO Z L3, AROFKOME &IXR
LEIANRERONAORMEZR L TCND, F£i2—HT, BINEGHEEXT, BNESOBRLBE
HIR NG LN b, BINEENOEAENL LTEET 52 L DXSHEIZ OV THY O
MINRINTEHE THo THEBEALE L TUEML TV A ERNRH Y, ZoZ &k EU HRICKT
HIABRMORE 2 EZEZ2H S EE ANOREIC EU TROBAND KM INZNT EZ2EHRLT
WD, TOXIBREGEIT, BRNESSOHNESHESO RFLEE 2 >>, FKOBETHD EU

h
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EEROHGEDT-OIZHBRT DMV 2 R L, BEU iRMEEA N T 2 RE WG TE 5
O REBENOBREHESHE L ONLEMANEHEND ZENEELVWEER D, BAENIZIT

IREER, BONEFSER, MNEAERERICZ VR SND BU Ok & EERERE T o 2Rk
MBS NIRRT DERER 2O L O 2@ B s h oL, BRELThEN
DERZHE L, ECA OBEEANDBEIZHTZ W FBIL B TOND Z LB OBEITIH O b
DEERD,

5. %E;ﬁ% SERDRE

U 2 £ 2B 22 B~ D RG2S R VE - 2h3E - A 2h1ED 3E OBLE b FaicEi s b7z
DOF = v I HREE Ri=T ECA DBEEADR, HHWPHAT— 7 HRNAE =P HMN L TAERRORE
EEEE, 2O AL HZFDOLIICRMIND L5 REEKHZHET H7-0c, BEADOM
SAEE LR T D ECA HE ORI & ECA OEA NBT-ORI I OV T L T& 7=,

ECA BH OB TIE, MEHRECITEIEOREN ., FMFBROGIREITS ZLICk o THEEAD
FERREOIRSI IS B A R F T AT B R O CH ADER Z R KRR 2 Z L AR S
TV, IHIEFNHLOTAOET L E 2 — ORI ERHRO R L, BEEAORBEELELNT 7
TATEDL ECAD Y =79 A MIUAKARTHI LICX o T, D A2 BEEAEADN T LIRS
MSZHEDR KT TV DD TIEARNA & DEEROAR &< BRAZ B BRE | S AN b IR T 5
EOITEEIR RSN TS L HEEIND,

ECA OBEBENBTOT vt A TiL, FEMiE OBE(FICEEOHMM L & b, TP O
PN L EEDTND, BEEAOBTIL, BRNGES L O & CORNESBIERNTI Z &N
BESNTREY, 2O07rERIARSN TS Z b, EUNMREOREMETH H5HIN#ER )
DAFEMRE R AT T EME L, B B ORISR M0 5 2 E IS D L FRIREIC
EU iR 6 O REPRSIME SR T D Z ENFARETH D LB X BND,

L L7ed b, BUTOBE TIEEEMME OB O PICEAEOFEMMER LT L bl > THRWEE
Tt [ECA IHHCHIE LWEKE AT HZ &) L0 ), EEPERAEEIIFETHES TV
T Emb, TS X W EAFE OFEMMEO K L MBEIC X D BUR e EMEHE AR L TV D & D
MEEAERSN TS, S5IC, FliE OREICE L TX, BONEENTHR—OEMEIC OV
TEDOMSIHEIZRET 2B EOERAR PN EHH Y | SRBMSIIEIZE L E X D4 A —V T
RREEIR & 7 D ERH OREPE AT LB I TRV, 20—, ECA OEE L0
B ACBNT, BRNESOBERITENIR ) 2R 220 b o0, EUTTROMREER & ) (rE-S
I DZDREINTIRE < BRINERIT K 20A4HH ~ O ER 7R E WA Y3l (3 2 40 i
MATHEIC B 2 2 AOME A EE SN D, Lied->T, ECA #IVEHEOHIFAET S [EU &
ROFIZE ] R TECA (ZHHICAHIG LUWVERS ) Lo 72 BARME & REIEICK K NRN, # D& DEEA
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Inaugural Speech Contest at The University

of Fukuchiyama
- Facilitating an English Event Online -

Anthony Walsh
T =—F)Ta

Abstract

Opportunities for learners of English as a Second Language (ESL) are challenging to
create for administrators and teachers alike. While experiencing a global pandemic adds
further complications to the task. In that respect, activities such as speech contests are
ideal because they can be changed from face-to-face to online without interrupting the
planning process. This paper will provide a guide in designing a speech contest for ESL
programs under pandemic conditions. Finding participants, training contestants, and
establishing criteria for finding a winner requires forethought. Given the dynamics the
contest faced, forced judges and contestants to be physically located in different
locations. Consequently, they were in their homes or in their research laboratories.
Nevertheless, with modern technology, we're able to be connected on a webinar
simultaneously using various applications which makes facilitating contests possible.

Keywords: Fluency, Pronunciation, Contest Guidelines, Teacher Training, Webinar,
Google Applications,

1. Introduction:

Inside the Japanese Association of Language Teachers (JALT) speech contests fall
under the Performance in Education as one of their special interest groups. Since the
late 1970s English language teachers have been collaborating in JALT to improve
communication throughout the country. Including, sharing ideas on speeches, debates,
or some form of production. Within that organization, organizers of events such as this
year’s first Fukuchiyama contest. In addition to JALT, the Ministry of Education, Culture,
Sport, Science and Technology (MEXT) has expressed ideas for language development
over the past two decades. Insisting high school graduates to communicate in English
while possessing the ability to use ESL skills in their workplaces after graduating from
university (MEXT, 2003).

It is a well-established fact public speaking causes anxiety. The common psychological
reactions Horwitz, Horwitz, and Cope, (1986: p.128) indicate cause stress. This includes,
“self-perceptions, beliefs, feelings, and behaviours related to classroom language
learning arising from the uniqueness of the language learning process”. Encouraging
students to perform at their best, they need to feel as determined as possible. Which
Ddrnyei (2005) points out in his extensive research on motivation. This view looks at the
classroom setting by prompting student’s self-images up for real-life interactions outside
their normal interactions. In this space, they see themselves as confident speakers with a
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message to share. Undoubtedly, if speakers of a second language are well prepared
then they would be more confident to stand up in front of others and communicate in
their foreign tongue.

2. Background.

To provide students at Fukuchiyama University the chance to study English outside the
regular classroom, a speech contest was arranged to be held in December 2021.
Through the university's Global Committee, this event was conducted on a weekday
during lunchtime. Unfortunately, due to the coronavirus pandemic, it was decided to not
perform face-to-face. In a department meeting before the start of the second semester,
like all regular English classes, the contest was held on Zoom. Meaning, the practicality
of holding an event like this was going to have always going to cause concerns. To keep
the flow of the competition as smooth as possible for the participants, a speech was
issued for all to use. The Global Committee agreed the first 33 seconds of Steve Jobs’
‘Motivation Speech’ was suitable. Previously this Steve Jobs talk on motivation was
performed at Momoyama Gakuin University (MGU) in 2019.

Analysis of questionnaires implemented after the MGU contest found seven out of nine
students felt they had improved their English skills. Other areas where improvement was
identified are shown in table 1. One of the surprising results from this was students did
not feel their listening skills had improved. However, those results could be seen as
ambiguous due to semantic differences in what constitutes listening. Table 1 from a
questionnaire issued at MGU by Lilley, Walsh, and Katanoda (2020) illustrates the
English skill areas participants believed they could improve upon (n=9, multiple
responses allowed).

Table 1.

Speaking | Pronunciation | Reading | Writing | Listening

Although, unlike that event, there was only one section for students to enter at
Fukuchiyama University. Whereas, MGU also held a competition for international
students to read Japanese speeches. Along with high-level English proficiency Japanese
students who created their own speeches. One of the main reasons for choosing a
speech contest was for other university instructors to create collaboration between
Chinese and Korean speakers. Regardless of those intensions, they felt it would not be
as popular in those languages, so only an English-speaking contest went ahead. Below
in table 2. there is a schedule of how the Global event took place from the onset. With
points for the Global members to schedule and attend:
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Table 2.
Activity: Time
1st Global Committee Meeting: Introduced the idea to have a speech 28th July
contest in the second semester to members. That included the 2021
following points, important dates, judging, advertising (making a flyer),
transcript of the Steve Jobs Speech (including Youtube clip)
Announcement to English Teachers at Fukuchiyama there will be a 2nd Sept
Speech Contest. Teachers only announced there will be a contest. 2021
Unofficial meeting with a small group of committee members points 6th
included the following: October
1. Important dates (Please double check) 2021
2. Advertising (flyer) correcting mistakes
3. Prizes (Amazon gift vouchers)
4.  Judging (Confirmation To be announced in December)
5.  Participants contact information
6. Zoom URL and regulations
7. Post competition survey
8. Steve Jobs Speech
2nd Global Committee Meeting: Prize Money (¥18,000) was 13th
organized. Flyer and entry form on Google Forms. Decision made to October
go online made. Volunteers for judges. Promotion from English 2021
teachers on campus during their online classes. Announcement inside
faculty meetings.
3rd Global Committee Meeting: Flyer created with important dates 9th
confirmed. Google forms for entry and barcodes for Youtube clips. November
Volunteers and judging information conceptualized. Calls for 2021
presentation on December 6th (maximum 10 entries)
Committee Member Training included the following: 15th
Point 1. Scoring on Google Sheets. December
Point 2. Timing and event flow: We only have 30 min and there are 9 2021
contestants.
Point 3. Judging criteria.
Student Training included the following: 15th
) December
1. Memorize Sentences: Take a look at the start of the 2021

sentence.
2. Timing: The target is 33 seconds.

Rhythm and intonation (Copy Steve Jobs)
Presentation style: Shows confidence and is neatly dressed.
Equipment: The sound and camera is working perfectly

o rw®
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3. Research Questions:

L Can the model of this Speech Contest be incorporated into future English
programs?
1. What are the key points of this activity?
111 How can this year's Speech Contest be improved?

4. Methodo/ogy

Mallette & Barone (2013) assert Google as the best platform for students to hand in
assignments due to its ability to share information simultaneously. The contest also
made good use of Google with email, forms, and spreadsheets. Despite, Google
Hangouts their interactive presentation application being an option, the contest was held
in Zoom. Keeping in mind, Hangouts has a speaking translation option which currently
Zoom does not. What it does have is the option to go into breakout rooms. While
students gave speeches, their peers waited without access or with no ability to record.
Obviously, for security reasons privacy was at the forefront.

4.1 Training

Table 3. Recitation Speech Script Author: Steve Jobs

STEVE JOBS: MOTIVATION (Read English aloud in about 33 seconds)

"The only way to be truly satisfied is to do what you believe is great work.
DALDFHERRERDICEHLEIENTEIREEERSILETHI L,
And, the only way to do great work is to love what you do.
ZLTEDmRBRRERERDICIIEZL>TEITTHI L,

If you haven'’t found it yet, keep looking. And, don’t settle.
LLEETEIRELEDNRONLHVELELIEITES &, UBUEFESHI LLL,
As with all matters of the heart, you'll know when you find it.

DEICERE, ARAELRATLCSET,

Sometimes, life is going to hit you in the head with a brick. Don’t lose faith.
BICAEXREZESILOEN. BTRONDEELKITEI L,

I’'m convinced that the only thing that kept me going, is that | loved what | did.
FAHNEATITONDDIEFMNMEL D ECHZEE VDb,

You've got to find what you love.

HENTEREZLIHAN, BEL ST RKITTRE &,
ENZERDOFTHILEETNGNTIELLY,

(Translated by Professor Hiroko Katanoda)

In preparation for the contest, training for both judges and participants broke down the
speech into smaller sentences. It focused on the following parts of the speech as seen in
the fifth sentence of the speech:

/ SOMEtimes, life is going to hit-you-in-the-head-with-a-brick. DON’T LOSE
FAITH /
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Isolating this sentence was to help judges to consider pronunciation and fluency. This
key section starts by stressing ‘sometimes’. Rossi, De Capua, Pasqualetti, Ulivelli,
Fadiga (2008) identify common adverbs, for example, “always, generally, usually,
frequently, often, sometimes, occasionally, hardly ever, rarely, seldom, never’. This is
followed with idioms, “hit you in the head with a brick” as well as, “don’t lose faith”. Those
idioms in the second point, Irujo (1986b) establishes their use in ESL as problematic and
require explanation. For instance, “idioms do not say what they mean’ because they are
not literal” (p. 326). For good teaching practice, instructors need to keep in mind, to make
the second language learner’s task in learning the language easier. It would help if they
explained meanings of words through using synonyms or how they are provide examples
within grammar. Point 1, below arranges adverbs of frequency in their percentage

of, ‘how often’. Point 2, gives the meaning of the idiom in direct terms.

Point 1. Examples of adverbs of frequency:
Always 100% of the time/ Almost always 80% of the time/ Often 70% of the time/
SOMETIMES 50% of the time/ hardly ever 20% of the time/ never 0% of the time.

Point 2. Idioms (use synonyms)
Hit you in the head with a brick, meaning: You will be in bad situations.
Don’t lose faith, meaning: Don’t give up, stay strong.

4.2 Judging Criteria

Even though the judges had the flexibility to score with their 25 points any way they
chose, they were provided with the following criteria to use as a guide:

Table 4.
L. memorizing,

II. timing (33 seconds)
1. rhythm and intonation,
IV. presentation style,

V. use of equipment.

Without regards to the student’s level, before training the students began, the criteria
identified the students had to memorize the script. Although, after the training session,
this was changed due to the student's inability to memorize the entire script. The
adjustment asked judges to assess if students could memorize large chunks of
information. This would affect the rhythm and intonation as well as the presentation
style. Again, it should be noted that judges were not forced to support their scoring,
Table 4 was only used as a guide.

5. Results and Analysis

The contest took forty-five minutes to complete and ran five minutes overtime. This was
due to last-minute problems with connections and judges logging on. The contest had a
backup judge which came into effect. Also, three students dropped out within twenty-four
hours of the start. It appears they did not feel confident to speak inside a competition for
personal reasons. All three did not attend training sessions or make any excuse as to
why they chose not to compete. Additionally, one student that was not known to have
entered by organizers appear at the start. They were allowed in, however, that could
have caused a lot of problems if there were more than one. It should also be noted, most
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of the students presented using their mobile phones. So, the quality of their presentation
was marginalized. Finally, below are two students feedback moments after the contest.
They include the following:

Student #1
“l don't have so much opportunity to speak English in front of people, | really
had a great time.”

Student #2
“l had a very good experience. | will participate again.”

Looking below at the scoring table in Table 5 shows that the contestants all performed
admirably. Going by those scores, you would have to say it was a successful competition
with only one point of clear difference. Judge #1 has contestant #4 as their highest
scoring speaker. Furthermore, Judge #1 and #4 both had significant scoring differences,
whereas, Judges #2 and #3 were close. Even still, this scoring system takes out the
difference in opinions and goes to the final score. This process cuts out arguments
between judges and identifies a clear winner. In the case there was a draw, the head of
the Global Committee was going to decide the outright winner.

Table 5.

Judge Judge |Judge Judge

#1 #2 #3 #4 Total
Students /25 /25 125 125 points /100
#1 20 20 20 20 80
#2 16 18 17 15 66
#3 Winner (¥10,000) 23 23 23 25 94
#4 Third (¥3,000) 24 20 20 20 84
#5 17 18 18 15 68
#6 15 21 21 15 72
#7 Second (¥5,000) 21 23 22 20 86

6. Future Thoughts

In the future thoughts from this study have considered the following points:
L Include Chinese or Korean categories for the contests.
1. Practice sessions conducted in foundations English Classes.
111 Combining events with a Christmas party.

Iv. A + B Categories (Steve Jobs speech/ Student create their speeches like in
MGU’s 2019 contest)
V. Including students to get involved in the judging process.

-50 -



(2022)

1. Conclusion

Students’ ability to memorize speeches was not as high as initially expected and in
preparing for contests, it is necessary to keep scoring expectations to a limit. This area
could potentially cause fragments between staff. Also, given the overall winner of the
event attended a training session and improved considerably with instruction. It would be
to the contestant's benefit to understand the judging criteria and practice accordingly
prior to the presentation. Other than the performances, judging flowed relatively
smoothly, although we did run 5 minutes over (12:45 pm) and one of the judges had
internet issues. This could have caused a bigger issue if the main organizer’s personal
computer broke down. Furthermore, in the case more students drop out the contest may
have been a complete failure. Nevertheless, given the strict timelines, it would have been
beneficial if instructions were provided for the contestants well in advance. Instead of
having to explain individually before each presentation. All the same, the event was
relatively successfull due to the fact all members of staff supported each other which
created a warm environment conducive for an English event like a Speech Contest.
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Under COVID-19 Crisis

Operation of electronic lanterns at “Illumilight 2021 event
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Abstract :

Due to the pandemic caused by the new coronavirus infection, the demand for inbound tourism
has disappeared. Based on the finding that "anxiety about infection is related to dislike of
others," this paper "is expected to increase the number of visitors to Japan due to the start of the
government's inbound tourism reconstruction measures, and to promote inbound tourism in
rural areas. The need for research on the awareness of residents, especially on the awareness of
residents to accept different cultures, will increase. "Then, this paper summarizes the past
research on inbound tourism, with the pandemic of the new coronavirus infectious disease as a
turning point. The purpose is to grasp the trends of research on community-based inbound
tourism in rural areas and to consider the issues that are left behind. After organizing about 300
papers on inbound tourism, inbound tourism research focusing on the awareness of residents is
desired in the future, considering the effects of inbound tourism, infectious diseases, and the
region. There is an increasing need for research on cultural acceptance awareness and crisis

management awareness of residents.
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Be Wilder or Bewildered?
Facing death in Don DeLillo’s White Noise

Makiko Mieuli
Abstract

This paper examines the role of the main character’s youngest son, Wilder, in
Don Delilo’s White Noise. The protagonist, Jack, is increasingly “bewildered” by
the fear of death. The way Jack is easily influenced by the words of people around
him, and the power of suggestion, contrasts with his son’s lack of language, and
his happy existence. In the novel, DeLillo suggests that this “white noise,” which
surrounds Wilder, is the key to processing the fear of death. Instead of being
“bewildered” we should “be Wilder.”

Keywords: Don DeLillo, White Noise, a fear of death, satire, dark comedy
I. Introduction

Wilder, the name of the protagonist’s son in Don DeLillo’s 1985 novel White
Noise, has great significance in the story. In this paper, I will discuss this influence
and how Wilder relates to one of the primary themes of the novel: timor mortis
conturbat me. The main character, Jack, is greatly disturbed (conturbat) by a
debilitating fear of death (timor mortis). Much of the novel deals with his
increasingly desperate attempts to process this fear.

In addition to Jack, the major characters in the novel include his fourth wife,
Babette, and their children from previous marriages: fourteen-year-old Heinrich,
eleven-year-old Denise, seven-year-old Steffie, and two-year-old Wilder. Wilder is
said to have a 25-word vocabulary; however, he does not speak in the novel. This
silence gives him a uniqueness in the novel, presenting him as a special character
who will later greatly influence the story’s conclusion. Babette has a healthy image
and is described as having a “fanatical blond mop” of hair. Jack is a university

professor whose academic interest is Hitler studies. He founded the Department of
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Hitler Studies at his university in March 1968. He regularly enjoys reading Mein
Kampf and named his son Heinrich, after Himmler. Heinrich exercises every day
because he wants to become stronger. At the university, Jack often has discussions
with Murray, who specializes in Elvis studies. The Gladney family appears to be
relatively normal.

Both Jack and Babette are consumed by the fear of death. A shadowy figure named
Willie Mink—also known as Mr. Gray—invents a drug called “Dylar” which
supposedly reduces people’s fear of death. Babette sleeps with Mink in order to
acquire a supply of Dylar, which she secretly ingests. Meanwhile, a train accident
causes the release of a toxic cloud of a chemical called Nyodene D. Jack is exposed
to this chemical for two and a half minutes at a gas station, and it subsequently
triggers a mental crisis.

Although the novel may seem tragic or pessimistic, it can be considered a satire
or dark comedy. It includes references to pop culture, such as TV and radio in the
1980s. The plot flows smoothly with a whimsical rhythm. It includes both real and
false information, which the reader must distinguish independently. There are also

various subplots which combine into a singular narrative.

II. Wilder

Jack has a strong emotional connection with his youngest son, Wilder. Although
Babette provides emotional support for him, they connect primarily through
speaking and discussion. In contrast, he connects with Wilder nonverbally, as

highlighted through the scene when they visit the supermarket together:

I liked being with Wilder. The world was a series of fleeting gratifications. He took
what he could, then immediately forgot it in the rush of a subsequent pleasure. It

was this forgetfulness I envied and admired. (170)

Jack admires Wilder because he lacks the fear of death and is free to absorb small
pleasures without thinking. Wilder never speaks in the novel; instead, he cries, laughs,
screams, or makes other noises, which Jack finds comforting. The noises that Wilder
makes calm Jack, like the “white noise” of the novel’s title. This is one reason why

Jack always enjoys spending time with Wilder.
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Moreover, Jack believes that Wilder has his own world in which he experiences—
even if only temporarily—ceaseless satisfaction. Jack appears to admire this state.

Later, in Chapter 24, he gains deep satisfaction from watching his children sleep:

I got out of bed in the middle of the night and went to the small room at the end of
the hall to watch Steffie and Wilder sleep. I remained at this task, motionless, for

nearly an hour, feeling refreshed and expanded in unnameable ways. (182)

The children’s sleeping faces mentally rescue him. These scenes are described
beautifully, contrasting with the image of Jack’s dark depressive (or self-pitying)

moments. In Chapter 27, he discusses this with Babette:

“I[Babette] think it’s being with Wilder that picks me up.”

“I[Jack] know what you mean. I always feel good when I'm with Wilder. Is it
because pleasures don’t cling to him? He is selfish without being grasping, selfish
in a totally unbounded and natural way. There’s something wonderful about the
way he drops one thing, grabs for another. I get annoyed when the other kids don’t
fully appreciate special moments or occasions. They let things slide away that
should be kept and savored. But when Wilder does it, I see the spirit of genius at
work.” (209)

As refugees from Nyodene D., they stay at a boy scout camp site. Jack and Babette
are depressed by the situation; however, Wilder’s existence relaxes them. While their
other children are also precious, they somehow believe that Wilder possesses a
wonderful spirit. For this reason, in the novel the line “Where is Wilder?” is often
repeated. It shows that Jack and Babette pursue this calm state generated by Wilder.
Similarly, the line “Where is Dylar?” is also repeated in the latter half of the novel.
The similarity in pronunciation reinforces the connection between these two phrases.

There are various examples of Wilder’s nonverbal communication with Jack. One
night, Wilder appears near Jack’s pillow. Jack and Wilder stare at each other for a
long time. Then Wilder walks silently to the window, which looks out on the
backyard, and stares. Consequently, Jack notices Vernon, Babette’s father, in the
backyard. Here we see Wilder communicating something to Jack without saying

anything.
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There are several other examples of this nonverbal communication in the novel.
When Jack and Wilder are at the supermarket in Chapter 22, Wilder notices Murray.
He screams loudly to alert Jack to Murray’s presence. Referring to this scream as
“the call of Wilder,” DeLillo writes “Wilder called out to him, a tree-top screech, and
I wheeled the cart over.” (168)

In Chapter 37 of the novel, Jack and Murray discuss Wilder:

“Why do I [Jack] feel so good when I’'m with Wilder? It’s not like being with the
other kids,” I said.

“You sense his total ego, his freedom from limits.”

“In what way is he free from limits?”

“He doesn’t know he’s going to die. He doesn’t know death at all. You cherish this
simpleton blessing of his, this exemption from harm. You want to get close to him,
touch him, look at him, breathe him in. How lucky he is. A cloud of unknowing,
an omnipotent little person. The child is everything, the adult nothing. Think about
it. A person’s entire life is the unraveling of this conflict. No wonder we’re
bewildered, staggered, shattered.” (289—290)

Although Murray is presented as being somewhat untrustworthy, he occasionally
says something insightful. Murray states that Wilder’s ignorance of death makes him
powerful and lucky. When we, as adults, gain the knowledge of our own mortality,
we are “shattered,” or, as Murray states—perhaps in a play on Jack’s son’s name—
“bewildered.” This conversation leads into Murray planting the dangerous idea in
Jack’s mind that being a “killer” can somehow defeat death.

II1. Bewildered

Jack’s “bewilderment” increases following his exposure to the deadly Nyodene D.
chemical. Believing the toxic chemical is already in his body, he becomes even more
terrified of death. This fear is exacerbated by the uncertainty of the doctor who
examines him. Although the chemical exposure is deadly, it is unknown whether the
chemical will kill him before he dies of natural causes.

This situation can have both a tragic and comic interpretation. From the tragic

perspective, Jack is doomed to die because of his exposure to a deadly chemical.
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From the comic perspective, we are encouraged to laugh at Jack, the cowardly
university professor. His exposure to the chemical has changed nothing; he is already
doomed to die in the future from natural causes. The chemical exposure has simply
increased his awareness of this fact.

In Chapter 37, Jack and Murray discuss death, and Murray seems to deliberately

increase Jack’s fear:

“I [Murray]| know how you feel. But the tough part is yet to come. You’ve said
good-bye to everyone but yourself. How does a person say good-bye to himself?
It’s a juicy existential dilemma.”

“It certainly 1s.”

We walked past the administration building.

“I hate to be the one who says it, Jack, but there’s something that has to be said.”
“What?”

“Better you than me.”

I nodded gravely. “Why does this have to be said?”

“Because friends have to be brutally honest with each other. I’d feel terrible if I
didn’t tell you what I was thinking, especially at a time like this.”

“I appreciate it, Murray. I really do.” (293—-294)

Rather than comforting him, Murray responds coldly to Jack’s news of his
impending death, exclaiming, “better you than me.” Murray perceives humans as
research objects and has little sympathy with them. This is highlighted by the way
Murray takes notes on Jack’s children, treating them as test subjects. Here, Murray
deliberately increases Jack’s fear just to observe his reaction. It is extraordinarily
cruel, and it can even be considered black comedy. Furthermore, Jack doesn’t
respond to Murray; he merely praises what Murray says and thanks him for being
honest. These lines present a terrible satire of college professors. Following this
scene, Jack worsens and ceases caring about his life. He begins to toss out his
belongings.

Jack’s bewilderment reaches its apex when he begins to act on Murray’s idea that
being a killer is better than being a “dier.” The idea, which Murray explains, is that
becoming a killer somehow enables one to defeat death. The idea parallels the

notions of strength which Jack finds attractive in his Hitler studies. Murray’s words

- 157 -



(2022)

can be compared to Hitler’s words, which also incited people to kill.

In a heightened psychological state, Jack takes the gun he received from Babette’s
father and decides to kill Mink. He finds Mink living as a Dylar addict in a dirty
motel room, staring at a TV. A shoot-out occurs in which both Jack and Mink are
injured. After changing his mind about killing him, Jack revives Mink with mouth-
to-mouth resuscitation and takes him to the hospital. Mink forgives Jack, and at the

conclusion of the scene Jack appears to have developed a fondness for Mink.

IV. From bewildered to “be Wilder”

The main cause of Jack’s bewilderment is that he is strongly influenced by the
words of those around him. As his fear of death becomes more intense, his actions
become more reckless and dangerous. Thus, he blindly follows Murray’s suggestion
to transform from “dier” to “killer,” and he takes the gun given him by Babette’s
father and prepares to find and kill Mink. Jack is easily influenced by Murray’s words,
in the same way that followers of Hitler—whose study Jack specializes in—were
controlled by his speeches.

This contrasts with the way that Wilder calms Jack’s fears nonverbally. Wilder is
unaffected by people’s words, and he lives in a world in which language is
nonexistent. He lives intuitively and naturally. Wilder observes Heinrich’s physics
experiment and he touches whatever looks interesting at the supermarket. He is
innocent, pure, and undaunted. As his name implies, he is almost “wild.” According
to the OED, wild means “Of an animal: Living in a state of nature; not tame, not
domesticated.” Wilder truly embodies this idea.

As Maggie Coval states in “Panasonic: The Power of Language in White Noise.”

[L]anguage manipulates involuntary individuals. Orwell asserts that “if thought
corrupts language, language can also corrupt thought.” (Orwell, 4). The former has
been proven to be true by the willful manipulation of language, and the latter is
perhaps best encapsulated by “the power of suggestion” exemplified in White
Noise. Often perpetrated by the omnipresent voices of radio and TV, the power of
suggestion pervades the home, psyche, and disposition of all of those in White
Noise. (Coval 2017)
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Wilder can be powerful because he is uninfluenced by the power of language.
Wilder highlights his animal nature in a scene in Chapter 16. Wilder perceives that
something bad is going to happen to his family, and he begins to scream without

reason:

They watched him with something like awe. Nearly seven straight hours of serious
crying. It was as though he’d just returned from a period of wandering in some
remote and holy place, in sand barrens or snowy ranges—a place where things are
said, sights are seen, distances reached which we in our ordinary toil can only
regard with the mingled reverence and wonder we hold in reserve for feats of the

most sublime and difficult dimensions. (79)

Here, we notice the words “remote” and “barren,” which evoke a sense of wildness.
Of course, “wilderness” is an important feature of American literature. This
connection with Wilder was shown in the earlier reference to Jack London’s The Call
of the Wild (1903). The name of the main character Jack could also be a connection
here. Another connection to wildness is evident in Wilder’s biological relatives. His
biological father is now in Western Australia undertaking research in the “outback.”
In addition, Wilder’s biological brother is presented early in the novel in a discussion

with Murray:

“The boy is growing up without television,” I said, “which may make him worth
talking to, Murray, as a sort of wild child, a savage plucked from the bush,
intelligent and literate but deprived of the deeper codes and messages that mark

his species as unique.” (50)

Jack states that Wilder’s bigger brother is “wild” and “savage.” In addition,
Wilder’s name has a similar construction to Murray’s coinage of the word “dier.”

In Chapter 40, which is the final chapter in the novel, Wilder rides his tricycle
through a wild-looking overgrown field and then across a freeway, surviving

unharmed. This “wild” action of his son transforms Jack’s mental state:

No one plays a radio or speaks in a voice that is much above a whisper. Something

golden falls, a softness delivered to the air. There are people walking dogs, there
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are kids on bikes, a man with a camera and long lens, waiting for his moment. It
is not until some time after dark has fallen, the insects screaming in the heat, that
we slowly begin to disperse, shyly, politely, car after car, restored to our separate
and defensible selves. (325)

As David Cowart suggests “[...] Wilder’s ride is a symbolically minimalist life
journey [...]” (The Physics of Language 90). It is a way of life. His son’s “wild”
action restores Jack, easing his fear of death without becoming a killer or using Dylar.
All that remains is what he calls comfortable noises. Later, the hospital calls.
However, Jack allows the phone to ring without answering it. Jack, who is influenced
by words, suffers from the fear of dying. However, if he can cease being bewildered
and ignore those unnecessary words and be “wild,” which focuses on the truth and
being bold, he can live a life without fear. This is thanks to Wilder. As Murray states,
“[...] we are fragile creatures surrounded by a world of hostile facts. Facts threaten
our happiness and security. [...] He asks me why the strongest family units exist in
the least developed societies. Not to know is a weapon of survival [...].” (81-82)
Thanks to his family, especially Wilder, Jack mentally survives. In this way, he is

transformed from being “bewildered” into “being Wilder.”

V. Conclusion

In this paper, I discussed how the main character in Don DeLillo’s White Noise,
Jack, becomes “bewildered” by an overpowering fear of death. The words of his
colleague, Murray, the doctor who diagnoses his exposure to a deadly chemical, and
the other people he encounters in the story push Jack further toward insanity and a
devastating act of violence. At the novel’s conclusion, he is saved by the calming
presence of his son Wilder, who lives “wildly” without fear in a nonverbal world.
This state of “white noise” that DeLillo appears to suggest through the character of

Wilder is the only solution to the fear of death that all of us ultimately encounter.
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