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Augmented Reality in Fukuchiyama Community
Spaces

Open workshop given on Friday, January 26th 2018
Eric Hawkinson, Amelia ljiri, Perisa Mehran
(Alphabetical Order)

About the event.

On January 26th, three members of the Mixed,
Augmented, and Virtual Realities in Learning
research. On Friday, April 7th 2017 our research
group (Mixed, Augmented and Virtual Realities in
Learning—MAVR) in collaboration with The
University of Fukuchiyama in Japan, designed and
implemented a series of mixed reality environments
to orientate and connect students to the community
and its members.

A Virtual Trip to the Unseen Iran

Recently, | had the chance to talk about my homeland, Iran, at the University of
Fukuchiyama. The title of my presentation was “A Virtual Trip to the Real Iran” .

| started with showing the cat-like map of Iran. First, | introduced my hometown, Tehran. |
showed photos of Tehran in four seasons and its ski resorts. Then, | took the audience first
to the lush green forests of northern Iran, then Isfahan known as “half of the world” , Yazd,
and finally Shiraz. We visited Persepolis, a fire temple, wind towers, and mesmerizing
mosques. | also talked a bit about the Persian New Year.

Afterwards, our culinary journey started as | cannot introduce my country without talking
about food, which is an integral part of the Iranian culture.

| also showed photos of Iranian women in their traditional colorful clothes and | emphasized
that Iranian women are assertive, powerful, and strong, and a lot more independent than it is
thought.

| also introduced the Persian language. | had designed special papers and | wrote the
attendees’ names on those papers in Persian from right to left.

After that, it was time for the most exciting part of the presentation. We virtually travelled to
Shiraz and visited a famous mosque known as “Pink Mosque” via Google Cardboards. |
asked the audience to scan a QR code
(https://www.360cities.net/image/nasir-al-mulk-mosque-shiraz) which took them to the
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heART of the mosque, and the room was then filled with “wow moments” . Some of the
attendees started walking around to be able to see the entire captured scene.

| finally explained how | similarly use Google Cardboards to take my students to the real Iran
in my English classes.

Fukuchiyama AR Rally

On Friday, April 7th 2017 our research group (Mixed, Augmented and Virtual Realities in
Learning—MAVR) in collaboration with The University of Fukuchiyama in Japan, designed
and implemented a series of mixed reality environments to orientate and connect students
to the community and its members.

The design was the latest iteration of a class of mixed reality learning environments by the
group and largely based on the previous years AR Quiz Rally design by Eric Hawkinson. Over
the course of an entire day, 220 participants in teams of 10 explored the city of
Fukuchiyama in a gamified mixed reality experience. Fukuchiyama is a city in the mountains
of north Kyoto Prefecture (Same idea as up-state New York). Students used an augmented
reality application and a popular messaging application to find locations, objects and people
in the city as well as complete team building challenges and engage with members of the
community.

The goal of the project was three fold.

To orientate new students to the city

To create an atmosphere conducive to building new relationships

To connect students to members of the community and opportunities for further
community engagement

Augmented reality is very well suited to enhance this type of environment. There are
physical locations and people to visit and participants can benefit from receiving timely
information about where they are and what/who is around them.

The teams of participants were made up of mostly in-coming freshman students to the
University of Fukuchiyama but also included at least two upper class members and one
faculty/staff member.

The research team, was mostly made up of members from the MAVR Research group. The
MAVR group is looking into what kinds of mixed reality designs work best in different
learning environments and had some projects already in progress that were integrated into
the activities of the day. One example of those projects is a study abroad pre-departure VR
project by Josh Brunotte and Chris Hastings. Another is a AR library scavenger hunt
designed by Eric Hawkinson. The team split up all over the city to facilitate different mixed
reality activities, Eric stayed on campus and managed communication over all teams and
researchers at mission control.
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Augmented Reality at The Fukuchiyama Flood Museum
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Find out More

http://erichawkinson.com
http://x.co/mavrsig
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