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GOTEMBA, Shizuoka Prefecture — A system for smartphones and other
devices to show hikers how many people are on Mount Fuji at any one time
is being tested.

The system is expected to help ease congestion on Japan’s most famous
mountain.

The Gotemba city government and major mobile carrier KDDI Corp. jointly
began monitoring the number of people who pass trails that start from the
Gotemba entrance to the peak with sensors this summer on a trial basis.

Data on congestion is made available online in almost real time.

Sensors were set up at a total of five locations: ascending and descending
trails at Mount Fuji’s new fifth station; a teahouse used as the first rest station;
and two points on the hiking course that start from the Gotemba entrance.

Gathered data is sent to KDDI’s server once every 30 minutes and reflected
in the company’s special website (http://fuji.kddi.com/). It is accessible
to anyone with a smartphone or personal computer.

The trial of the Internet of Things-based system started on Aug.10 and will
continue through Sept.10, when Mount Fuji will be closed to hikers.

About 200,000 to 300,000 people visit the peak annually. Since Mount Fuji
was added to UNESCO’s World Cultural Heritage list, UNESCO has been
demanding the number of visitors should be maintained at a proper level.

According to Gotemba city’s tourism and exchange division, the sensors
installed on more than one hiking course will allow it to monitor how many
people pass each observation point in certain hours and which hiking route
is more popular, helping the municipality devise its plans to develop hiking
courses and propose sightseeing tours.

“If sensors are set up at additional hiking trails and other mountains, it will
lead to the development of hiking plans to ease congestion,” said a KDDI public
relations official. “We will consider introducing the system at other hiking

courses next year or later.”

I © Congestion data on Mt. Fuji made available on smartphones (The Asahi
Shinbun, September 8, 2017) Ki#EHEHS (18-1496)
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