PR 20 EEASRREE (EEAR)

IINGE X

ETREER

[a—
.

C OMEMF ZREBBRB DO AN H 5 £ THWTIZR SR,

\©}

FHERERTAR—VH 5, & -86LT, HARAEHOENZ E3H

DTG EIERLES I L,

3. HICBERMED 2ZHROTEZAMSE2KD 5,

4, RE TR TBERAROEEIN-EifIcBEXTHATEI L,

5. REBRBSRBEAROEEINILERICHIRHATEIL,

6. fRERMIZ 90 7 Tdh 5,

7. HMEMFROITEHEIARIFELRS L,



MEE1 ROEXDEFZ 200 FUNDOHAGETHS LI,

We cannot help but be skeptical about opening the way for digitalizing
textbooks without thoroughly examining the effects on learning and health.

A panel of experts at the Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology
Ministry has presented a draft report that would allow the use of digital
textbooks at primary, middle and high schools possibly from fiscal 2020.

While seeking to use digital textbooks in combination with conventional
printed ones for the time being, the panel calls for considering the introduction
of a system that allows the selection of digital or printed textbooks.

A digital textbook comes in the form of a tablet device containing the data in
textbooks. Such a textbook allows users to enlarge graphics and photos, and
write text and draw lines repeatedly on the device. It also can be connected to
the Internet.

For example, it is envisioned that digital textbooks can be used to offer
visually oriented science classes in which students learn about the construction
of space and the human body through photos.

It is certain that progress is being made on developing educational materials
with the use of the digital technology in tandem with the advancement of
information technology. It is also said children at schools that use such
materials have become more interested in learning.

However, digital materials are supplementary educational materials that
complement printed textbooks, the foundation of learning. The panel basically
calls for the combined use of digital and printed textbooks. But is the
digitalization of textbooks really necessary?

Some people argue that children tend to pay more attention to the selection
of colors and the width of lines they draw when they write in digital devices. If
children come to have a lower level of understanding of the content of textbooks,
that would do more harm than good.

When searching for something with a device connected to the Internet,
children could lose sight of their original purpose while checking websites one
after another. We are concerned that such a practice would not help improve

their ability to think on their own.



Children could gain access to harmful information unless schools properly
manage such devices.

There are also concerns that children could become immersed in manipulating
the devices and have less time to read books if they take digital textbooks home.

Regarding textbook screenings, the draft report seeks only printed textbooks
to be screened by matching the content of digital textbooks with that of printed
ones. Sound and video — additional features for digital textbooks — would not be
subject to screenings.

The panel is likely to propose that bodies such as boards of education that
select textbooks be tasked with examining the content of such additional
features. However, is it possible to properly ascertain the quality of textbooks?

The panel has found it financially difficult to distribute digital textbooks for
free. If the introduction of digital textbooks becomes a burden on parents,
consideration for low-income earners is essential.

As there are various issues, we urge the education ministry to carefully

consider the issue of digitalizing textbooks.

(H4t : EDITORIAL / Digital textbooks should be used only as supplements to
printed volumes, The Japan News, May 1, 2016)
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